














Australian Aboriginal Fire Making

Australian Aborigines used different fire making methods
in different regions, as seen on the accompanying map.

The hand drill and the fire saw are undoubtedly indigenous, with the
fire plough a recent introduction. It is not known if the percussion
method was indigenous or introduced by early Europeans.
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1. The drill stick is prepared by
slightly sharpening the lower end
on a piece of stone.

2. An initial hole is gouged into
the base stick.

3. This hole is deepened by
working the drill stick with the
same action as when fire making.
The hands are worked from the
top of the stick.

4. Maintain the vertical position
of the stick and concentrate more
on the spinning rather than the
pushing down.

THE HAND DRILL




